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AC Forum IDEA Initiative
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Allyship (IDEA) Initiative

Goals
• Engage in active anti-racist efforts that will create meaningful change

• Be intentional about diversity in AC Forum leadership, membership, and programming
• Expand access to opportunities for Black and other clinicians of color in anticoagulation and 

related fields
• Increase awareness of structural racism and its impacts on health inequities/disparities

By working together with partners and allies, we can expand our reach and increase our impact

Learn more at https://acforum.org/web/education-idea.php

https://acforum.org/web/education-idea.php


Legacy of Slavery
 Mississippi had highest % of slaves with 40% of Black population as an enduring legacy
 Over 80% of patients at Fusion Vascular are Black

Enduring Poverty
 7/10 residents report problems paying medical bills over the past 12 months (SoDH)
 Average person in Mississippi spends more than 2x as much on insurance, relative to total income as 

someone in Massachusetts, the state that also has the most doctors per capita
 65% of the uninsured population are AF/AM (Rejected ACA)

Lack of Health Care Providers
 Only 16 podiatrists in the entire state and 1 cardiovascular specialist in entire county 
 Highest proportion of “vulnerable” rural hospitals (7 counties w/o hospitals)

Ongoing Health Conditions
 Only state in the diabetes belt of the US that has ALL counties represented (<10 ENDO)
 Mississippi has the worst Covid-19 death rate in the country

Poverty rate/per capita income    physicians per capita     Literacy     life expectancy

HISTORY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA



@PADADVOCATE

Presser, Lizzie. “The Black American Amputation Epidemic.” ProPublica, 19 May 2020

Fakorede, Foluso, et al. “Mississippi Delta Miracle: Angiographic Screening Yields Dramatic Reduction in Amputations.” CathLab Digest, Jan. 2019 

https://features.propublica.org/diabetes-amputations/black-american-amputation-epidemic/
https://www.hmpgloballearningnetwork.com/site/cathlab/content/mississippi-delta-miracle-angiographic-screening-yields-dramatic-reduction-amputations


WE STINK AT PREVENTION!

Anticoagulation Rx



COGNITIVE BLINDNESS = HEALTH INEQUITY
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMEND AND 
EDUCATIONAL AWARENESS



Competencies

Interpersonal Competence

Technical Competence
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Case Study



Sadie is a 65 y/o Black female from rural 
Jasper, Arkansas who had a stroke three 
years ago.

She has a history of hypertension & has 
dipped tobacco since age 8.

She is on aspirin 81mg daily.



Sadie has pain in her legs when she walks and has 
trouble with transportation. The nearest clinic is 14 
miles away and she does not have a car.

She hasn’t visited her PCP in over 6 months.

She does not have any health insurance.



Sadie relies on her local pharmacist, Kevin, for 
health-related concerns.

Kevin notices a non-healing wound on Sadie’s right 
pinkie toe.



Kevin is also a member of Sadie’s church, and the 
two have a strong relationship.



Kevin is happy to educate Sadie on her health 
conditions.

Kevin stresses the importance of taking her 
medication and notifying a physician when she 
experiences certain symptoms.



Case Break-Down:

• Should Kevin provide this level of care to Sadie as a pharmacist, 
especially given her comorbidities?

• Can you share how your approach to meeting people where they are, 
namely through churches and faith-based institutions, has helped you 
and your team educate, build trust, and provide people with 
resources typically unavailable in under-resourced communities?



Kevin recognizes Sadie's risk factors for reoccurring stroke, 
so he's always looking for opportunities to speak with her 
about the dangers of dipping, a habit Sadie had before her 
stroke. 

Kevin suspects Sadie may have PAD based on how she 
described the pain in her legs when she walks.

Sadie also has a non-healing wound that Kevin is worried 
about.



Kevin is also concerned about Sadie’s diet as she has 
trouble affording and finding healthy food. 

The grocery store is 7 miles from her home, and she instead 
relies on the local dollar store or quick fast-food. 



• Does lack of access to healthy food options qualify as a 
social determinant to health, if so, what are the healthcare 
outcomes associated with it?

Question



Understanding Health & Well Being

How can healthcare providers address this during our clinic visits with patients? 



Kevin suspects Sadie may have PAD and knows the 
importance of her wound being treated.

She visits a clinician who recommends a vascular 
surgeon to discuss possible limb amputation below 
the knee due to the expected spread of infected 
tissue on her pinky toe. 



Kevin advises Sadie to see a 
specialist in PAD, prior to going 
through with surgery. 

Sadie, fearing amputation of 
her leg and the impact it will 
have on her life, agrees.



Strategic Questions

• How would Sadie’s quality of life have been impacted by amputation?

• When should the referral for social services be recommended? 

• How could equitable care have saved the possible loss of limb or life?

• What advice could anticoagulation professionals be given on 
approaches to identify and address inequities in care? 
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Discussion
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Rapid Resource – Social Determinants of Health & Patient Care

This new resource from the IDEA Initiative provides 
education on the Social Determinants of Health, how 
they impact patients, and what actions you can take 
as a health care provider

Social Determinants of Health
Economic Stability

Education

Health Care Access & Quality
Neighborhood & Physical Environment 

Food & Nutrition

Socialization & Community

https://acforum-excellence.org/Resource-Center/resource_files/1885-2021-12-13-063409.pdf

https://acforum-excellence.org/Resource-Center/resource_files/1885-2021-12-13-063409.pdf
https://acforum-excellence.org/Resource-Center/resource_files/1885-2021-12-13-063409.pdf


AC Forum IDEA Scholarship Opportunity
2023 National Conference Scholarship:

• Complementary registration to National Conference (minimum $345 value)
• Travel stipend of $1000 

• Eligibility:
• Applicants must be clinicians from underrepresented racial and ethnic groups within the field of 

antithrombotic therapy

Abstract Research Award
• Complementary registration to National Conference (minimum $345 value)
• Travel stipend of $1000 

• Eligibility:
• Applicants must be clinicians from underrepresented racial and ethnic groups within the field of 

antithrombotic therapy
OR
• A clinician conducting research on racial health disparities

Learn More & 
Apply

https://acforum.org/2023/registration-scholarships.php

https://acforum.org/2023/registration-scholarships.php
https://acforum.org/2023/registration-scholarships.php


Virtual Boot Camp
October 7 & 8, 2022 

Live Broadcast & Enduring
▪ Content will include a blend of:

✔ Updated content from May 2022 Boot Camp
✔ Select sessions from our National Conference
✔ New recorded sessions 

Course Highlights

Warfarin management
Pediatrics

Drug/Drug interactions with DOACs
Anticoagulation Stewardship

A “how to” on staying abreast of the literature LEARN MORE & REGISTER

https://acforumbootcamp.org/2022-Fall/index.php


17th National Conference 
on Anticoagulation Therapy
April 1-3, 2023
San Francisco, CA

Save the 
Date!

https://acforum.org/2023/
https://acforum.org/2023/
https://acforum.org/2023/


Register for our Upcoming Webinar

Advancing Anticoagulation Stewardship: 
A Playbook

Tuesday | October 4, 2022| 12:00pm ET

Presenters:
Allison Burnett, PharmD, PhC, CACP
Scott Kaatz, DO, MSc, FACP, SFHM
Chelsea Lynch, MPH, MSN, RN, CIC

Arthur Allen, PharmD, CACP

https://acforum.org/web/education-webinars.php

Download the Playbook Register for Webinar

https://acforum.org/web/education-webinars.php
https://store.qualityforum.org/collections/anticoagulation-stewardship
https://store.qualityforum.org/collections/anticoagulation-stewardship
https://acforum.org/web/education-webinars.php
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acforum.org

https://www.janssen.com/us/
https://acforum.org/web/index.php
https://www.eliquis.bmscustomerconnect.com/cms__Main?name
https://www.werfen.com/na/en

	Health Disparities in PAD:�What to Know as an Anticoagulation Provider
	Presenters
	Disclosures & Notification of Support
	How to Claim Credit
	AC Forum IDEA Initiative
	HISTORY OF THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA
	Slide Number 7
	WE STINK AT PREVENTION!
	COGNITIVE BLINDNESS = HEALTH INEQUITY
	Slide Number 10
	Competencies
	Case Study
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Case Break-Down:
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Question
	Understanding Health & Well Being
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Strategic Questions
	Discussion
	Thank you to our Presenters!
	How to Claim Credit
	Rapid Resource – Social Determinants of Health & Patient Care
	AC Forum IDEA Scholarship Opportunity
	Virtual Boot Camp�October 7 & 8, 2022 �Live Broadcast & Enduring
	Slide Number 32
	Register for our Upcoming Webinar
	Slide Number 34

